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Sustainable Cities and Communities is one of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United Nations.
SDG11aimsto make citiesand human settlementsinclusive, safe,
resilient, and sustainable. The goal recognizes the increasing
urbanization trends globally and the need for cities to be
designed and managedin away that promotes social, economic,
and environmental sustainability.

KeytargetsandindicatorsunderSDG1linclude:

> Safe and Affordable Housing: Ensure access for all to
adequate, safe, and affordable housing and basic services,
andupgrade slums.

> Transportation and Accessibility: Provide safe, affordable,
accessible, and sustainable transport systems for all, with
special attention to the needs of those in vulnerable
situations.

> Inclusive Urbanization: Strengthen efforts to protect and
safeqguard the world's cultural and natural heritage. By 2030,
significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of
people affected and substantially decrease the direct
economic losses relative to global gross domestic product
caused by disasters, including water-related disasters, with a
focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable
situations.

> Environmental Impact: Substantially reduce the number of
deaths and the number of people affected and decrease by
[x]% the direct economic losses relative to the global gross
domestic product caused by disasters, including water-
related disasters, with a focus on protecting the poor and
peopleinvulnerable situations.

> Participatory and Inclusive Planning: Strengthen efforts to
protect and safeguard the world's cultural and natural
heritage.

> Sustainable Urbanization: Support positive economic, social,
and environmental links between urban, peri-urban, and rural
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areas by strengthening national and regional development
planning.

> Resilience to Disasters: By 2030, reduce the adverse per
capita environmental impact of cities, including by paying
special attention to air quality and municipal and other waste
management.

> Global Cooperation: Support least developed countries,
including through financial and technical assistance, in
building sustainable and resilient buildings utilizing local
materials.

Achieving SDG 11 involves collaboration between governments,
local authorities, the private sector, and communities. This goal
encourages sustainable urban planning, affordable housing,
efficient public transportation, environmental protection, and
resilience to natural disasters. By working towards these targets,
cities can become more inclusive, environmentally friendly, and
betterequippedtohandlethe challenges of urbanization.

COMSATS University Islamabad to maintain a liaison with local
development authorities. This helps ensure that the university
follows the necessary regulations and guidelines set by the
authorities. As part of this process, the university has sought
approval for its master plan and building designs from the
relevant development authorities. This ensures that the
university's infrastructure aligns with the local development
plansand meetstherequired standards.

At COMSATS University Islamabad, all buildings are designed
and constructed in accordance with prescribed standards and
the standards issued by the Government of Pakistan. The
university ensures compliance with various regulations and
codes to ensure the safety, accessibility, and sustainability of its
buildings. The Central Works Committee plays a crucial role in
ensuring compliance with these standards. They oversee the
construction processand ensure thatthe buildingsadheretothe
Building Code of Pakistan (BCP - 07), Accessibility Code 2006,
and Fire Safety Reqgulations 2016. These codes and regulations
are put in place to ensure the safety and well-being of the
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occupants. Additionally, COMSATS University Islamabad also
emphasizes compliance with the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) set by the United Nations. By consideringthe SDGs
in the design and construction of its buildings, the university
aims to contribute to sustainable development and
environmental conservation.

COMSATS University Islamabad has established a Student
Service Center as a brownfield project. A brownfield project
refers to the development or redevelopment of an existing
property or infrastructure. In this case, the university has
repurposed an existing facility or area to create the Student
Service Center. This center is designed to provide various
services and supporttothe students, catering to theirneeds and
enhancingtheiroverallexperience atthe university.

COMSATS University Islamabad campus has prioritized
pedestrian movement and created a pedestrian-friendly
environment. This is a positive approach that can have several
benefits, including promoting a sense of community, improving
safety, and reducing environmental impact. CUl ensures that the
campus has well-maintained and well-lit footpathsto encourage
walking. Proper infrastructure is essential for the safety and
convenience of pedestrians.

COMSATS University Islamabad offers hostelaccommodationto
its students, both male and female, at subsidized rates. Students
can find more information about the hostel facilities and the
application processontherespective websites

Providing affordable accommodation to employees is a
commendable initiative by COMSATS University Islamabad.
Affordable housing is a crucial aspect of employee well-being,
especiallyin areas where the cost of living may be a challenge for
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some staff members. CUI believes that affordable housing
initiatives are a significant step toward creating a supportive and
employee-centric work environment. These efforts align with
broader goals of responsible and sustainable business practices,
contributing to the well-being of both individuals and the
communityasawhole.

COMSATS University Islamabad offers transport services to both
employees and students, promoting sustainable commuting
practices. Additionally, the university is conveniently accessible
through public transport, making it easily reachable from
different locations within the city. Pedestrian access to every
building on campus is ensured, as many individuals choose to
commute on foot. Furthermore, all buildings are designed to be
wheelchair-friendly, ensuring accessibility for individuals with
mobility needs.

COMSATS University Islamabad commemorates various
Cultural/National days, including Mehfil-e-Milad, Independence
Day, Kashmir Day, and Defense Day. These eventsare organizedto
preserve and celebrate Pakistaniand Islamic cultures.
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The cultural environment at CUI emphasis on personal growth,
exploration, and independence shows a commitment to holistic
education that goes beyond academics. The melting pot of
diverse cultures, religions, and backgrounds amongthe students
adds a unique and enriching dimension to the campus life. Here
aresome key pointsthatcan be highlighted:

Personal Growth and Exploration: CUI fosters an
environment that encourages students to not only excel
academically but also to grow personally. This indicates a
commitment to the overall development of students, helping
themdiscovertheirstrengths, interests, and potentials.

Independence: The emphasisonindependence suggests that
CUI values empowering students to take initiative and
responsibility for their own learning and personal development.
This approach can contribute to producing well-rounded
individuals capable of navigating various aspects oflife.

Diverse Student Body: The mention of students coming from
all over the world highlights the international and multicultural
nature of the campus. This diversity can provide a rich and
dynamic learning environment, exposing students to a variety of
perspectives and fostering culturalexchange.

Cultural Enrichment: The acknowledgment of diverse
cultures, religions, and backgrounds suggests that CUI values
and celebrates the uniqueness of each student. This inclusivity
can contribute to a sense of belonging and create an open-
minded atmosphere that encourages learning from different
traditionsand experiences.

Special Campus Atmosphere: CUl has a distinctive campus
atmosphere that attributed to the combination of personal
growth initiatives, independence, and the diverse cultural
tapestry that collectively creates a unique and vibrant
community.

Global Perspective: The fact that students come from around
the world indicates a global outlook. This can prepare students
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foraconnected andinterdependent world, encouragingthemto
appreciate global perspectives and engage with issues on an
internationalscale.

CUI Campuses appear to prioritize a holistic approach to
education, valuing personal development alongside academic
achievement. The multicultural and diverse nature of the student
body contributes to a unique and enriching learning
environment.
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Seerah (! L;_W&\«:Lp&_wj) Society, COMSATS University Islamabad,
Abbottabad Campus has organized the Seerat Conference event
on Wednesday, October 26, 2022 at 11:00 to 13:00 hours in Main
Auditorium under National Rehmat-Ul-Lil Almeen Celebrations
1444 AH.

Eminent Scholar Professor Dr. Zeeshan Ahmed, Dean Al-Qadir
University Project Trust Jhelum (Former Director Undergraduate
Business program LUMS, and Dean and Director Karachi School
of Business and Leadership) was the honorable the guest
speaker. The topic of the talk was “The Current Academic
Challenges and their Solution in the Seerah of Prophet
Muhammaduk_m‘js\%h(\_@”AlargenumberofFacuItymembers,
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a students, and other employees of the campus attended the

event. The event started with the recitation from Holy Quran

Convener, Dr. Jamil Anwar introduced the objectives and the
mandate of Seerah Society and emphasized that we have to
make our daily life practices inline and relevant to the life of
Prophet Muhammad y&\wfw Forthat purpose such eventsand

interactions with eminent scholars are necessary to reinforce
theteachingsand practicesoftheProphet o a4k ~He

thanked the Campus Director, efforts of Seerah e dliade by

Society team, students, and all administrative staff for their
patronage and supportfororganizingthisevent.
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December 25th is a national holiday in Pakistan known as Quaid-
e-Azam Day, or "Father of the Nation Day," in honor of
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founding father of Pakistan. Jinnah
was alawyer, politician, and statesman who is revered in Pakistan
for his leadership in the creation of the country as an
independent Muslim statein1947.

Quaid-e-Azam Day is a day for Pakistanis to celebrate their
national identity and honor the legacy of Jinnah, who is often
referred to as Quaid-e-Azam in Pakistan. On this day, Pakistanis
hold parades, speeches, and other events to celebrate the
country's independence and to pay tribute to Jinnah's role in its
founding.

-

—



_———“————””’——7
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25th December
Celebrating Quaid Day
1876-1948

“l do not believe in taking the right decision, | take
a decision and make it right.”

n Comsats Literary Society - CLS @J clswah_official

Igbal Day (Yom-e Igbal), the birthday of Muhammad Igbal on the
9th of November is structured and celebrated universally in the
entire world to compliment Igbal, the “Poet of the East” every
year.

As Igbal wanted "to direct the youth towards good, towards
Islam, towards destiny and eventually towards excellence". The
purpose of this eventis to motivate our youth with the teachings
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of ALLAMA MUHAMMAD IQBAL to work with full dedication and
honesty.

COMSATS Literary Society celebrated Igbal Day on November 9,
2022.
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COMSATS Art Gallery serves as a platform for students, faculty,
and visitors from all backgrounds to view the exhibitions
organized by the gallery. Since its establishment in 2011, the
gallery has hosted numerous shows, providing opportunities for
both COMSATS University's faculty and students, as well as
renowned national and international artists, to participate in
exhibitions.Inthisregard, Adigital Art Exhibition titled “Beaming
Futures capes” opened at COMSATS Art Gallery on Wednesday
30th November, 2022. The exhibition was jointly organized by
Department of Computer Arts (Fatima Jinnah Women University,
Rawalpindi) and COMSATS Art Gallery (COMSATS University,
Islamabad). The exhibition displayed art work prepared by
emerging artists of the Department of Computer Arts, Fatima
Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi. These art works included
VR projects, animations, illustrations, digital paintings and
textileart.
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An art exhibition titled “Reflection” was inaugurated by Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Tabassum Afzal, Rector COMSATS University
Islamabad at the COMSATS' Art Gallery located in the Islamabad
CampusonApril13,2022.

The exhibition showcased works of Art comprising paintings,
miniatures, sculptures, prints, and a selected thesis created by
students and faculty members of the CUI Department of Art and
Design.

Professor Afzal while appreciating students said that the quality
of work produced by students of the Department of Art and
Designis quiteimpressive. He said that art and design are central
to the translation of knowledge into products. He said that
advanced countries have developed an appreciation of art and
have made it accessible to the masses by creating museums and
galleries.
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An Art Exhibition " Celebrating 75" opened at COMSATS Art
Galleryon Monday 10th Oct, 2022.

The exhibition was inaugurated by Dr. Fiaz Hussain (Associate
dean- Partnerships) Cardiff Metropolitan University, UK along
with Dr. Shamsul Qamar In Charge Academics COMSATS
University, Islamabad.

COMSATS Art Gallery organized on Thursday 16th June, 2022 at
11:30 am for the exhibition "Reward of Traditional Art". A Solo
show by Shabana Nazir (Shagird Ustaad Bashir).

Reward o}
Traditional At

A Solo Show of
SHABANA NAZIR

Ustaad Bashir Ahmed,

Mustafa Hayder Syed

[Executive Directar. Pakisian-China Institute)

will Inaugurate the Exhibition on
Thursday 16th June, 2022 @ 11:30 am

Curator : Farrah Mahmood




